
 

Understanding Private Spaces in FamilySearch Family Tree 
 
Family Tree now supports a new feature called private spaces. The addition of private spaces is the 
result of bringing new.familysearch.org to a close and moving all of that data over to Family Tree. 
 
Each Family Tree user now has a private space that allows them to manage their own private 
information. The information in that space can only be seen by the individual user and no one else. All 
living people, their relationships, and their data will be stored in that space. For example, I can view 
information about myself and my close living relatives that I have added to Family Tree in this private 
space but no one else can. Information that someone else has added about living people, their 
relationships, and their data will be stored in their own private space. 
 
When a user sees a banner like the one shown below, it means that they are viewing private information 
and no one else can see this specific view. 

 
FamilySearch.org is currently in the process of doing the following: 

 Moving the data of all living people from new.FamilySearch.org to Family Tree. 

 Removing links that tie information about living LDS Family Tree users to their Church 
membership records. (This is the case only for those tree users who are members of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Those who are not members of the LDS Church never had 
these links to begin with.) 

 Giving each person a private space for viewing their own private information. 
 

These changes allow users to modify information for themselves and for living family members who are 
part of their Family Tree. For example, if I list one of my children on my own tree and want to add his 
marriage date, I can do that I my private space. However, the changes I make in my private space do not 
show up on their private space. 
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/private-spaces/ 
 
 

Understanding Private Spaces 
Issues Addressed 

 What is Private Spaces? 

 Will living people I add to Family Tree automatically become deceased? 

 Why do I see different IDs on each family member's account? 

 Does editing living members in Family Tree update LDS Church Membership Records? 

 Are living duplicates automatically going to be merged when a person dies? 
Solution 

 Each user of Family Tree has a private space. Private spaces help manage data privacy and 
confidentiality for each user. 

 All living people and their relationships are stored in a private space. 

 Currently, private spaces cannot be shared. 

 Each owner of a copy can modify it independently from others. 

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/private-spaces/


 Deceased persons should each be represented only one time in Family Tree and have a common 
ID Number.  

 But a living person can be represented in multiple private spaces as a different Family Tree 
person, and that person will have a different ID Number in each private space. 

 Searching Family Tree using a living person's name will not find him or her. Searching by the ID 
Number will not find him or her in any other account besides the one that uses the number you 
are searching for.  

 Living people cannot be sourced. 

 Family Tree does not compute living people, even after they are older than 110 years. Users will 
need to mark their copy of the individuals as deceased and then search for any possible 
duplicates.  

 
Related reference 
How Family Tree displays living people (71969) 
Visibility of living people on Family Tree (55036) 
 
  
Additional Information for Members 
Each living person will have a different ID number because each person is listed as a separate individual 
in each living record. Living records do not sync. 
For members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, membership information will be used to 
create certain people in their private space to help start their tree (mother, father, children, and so 
forth). Once created, these living people can be changed by the user, but such changes will not modify 
Church membership information. See Information that you can see from LDS Church Membership 
Records about living Individuals (71953). 
Church members can modify their private space in Family Tree without having to ask the ward clerk. 
Please contact the ward clerk if you feel the membership records are incorrect. See also Deceased 
individual's membership record has missing or incorrect information (53636). 
When a ward clerk records that a person is deceased, then Church membership will create a deceased 
person in Family Tree, making it public. The ordinances that the person had done while living will be 
recorded on that copy. This will not affect the copy in your private space, and you will need to add the 
information that shows the person is deceased in your private space. You will then need to search for 
Possible Duplicates and merge your copy with the membership version. If a person made his or her 
personal space copy show the person as deceased, that person should merge these two records 
together. This procedure will need to be done by each person who has created a living person in his or 
her own private space.  
https://familysearch.org/ask/salesforce/viewArticle?urlname=Understanding-Private-Spaces&lang=en 
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