
Descendancy Research 

Descendancy Research is a different approach to doing genealogy - perfect for beginners and most 

always a very satisfying and rewarding experience for those who find it difficult to extend their pedigree 

back any further. 

What is Descendancy Research?  The process of identifying all of the children (and spouses), 

grandchildren (and spouses), and so forth of an ancestral couple.  

 
 
Why do Descendancy Research?  

 To hasten the work of salvation 

 To provide ordinances for all members of families (not just for those in your direct line) 
 Climbing higher on the tree is harder – fewer records 

 More recent records are easier to find, more complete, and easier to understand 

 Even if much research has already been done, our efforts can be significant 

 

 
Easy Steps to doing Descendancy Research 

 Locate a pedigree of your family such as from Family Tree.  

 Choose a starting family. (Be sure to first verify one’s line back to this ancestral couple. Many pedigrees 

have errors.)  

 Go back 4 – 5 generations to a great or great-great grandparent. 
If possible, choose someone with an unusual name.                                                                                    

                          



 Search for historical records that pertain to this ancestor and his family. Create a family group record for 

the family, and then create family groups records for each child that married. Repeat the process, moving 

down from one generation to the next.  

 As you learn new information add it to Family Tree.   

 

Caution: Doing descendancy research is a way to amass a lot of names quickly and easily. 

Still remember that family history does take time and effort if you want accurate results. For 

instance, don’t be guilty of just searching one census record and then jumping to 

conclusions. Make the effort to verify information using as many sources as possible. 

FamilySearch now has two new features that are very useful in doing Descendancy  

Research. They are “Descendancy View” and “Hinting.” 

Descendancy View is an optional way to view your family tree. When you choose this option you can 

see your ancestor and all of his descendants that are in Family Tree. (You may first have to “expand” and 

“select,” following the prompts, in order to reach the ancestor of choice.) 

 



                                          

 

             

     

NEW HINTING FEATURE: When you click on the orange icon you will see records from 

FamilySearch’s indexed collections that very likely match your person. The goal is to attach these records to 



your person, lending credibility to the data in FamilySearch. Sourcing Family Tree Data is a much needed 

task that all of us can assist in doing. It is easy to accomplish since FamilySearch does the searching for you!                                                                                                                                                       

 

Before attaching, you are given the opportunity to compare the data. You can also attach names of other 

members of the family found in the record to existing people in Family Tree. Or, if you find new 

information, such as  family members found in a census that are not yet in Family Tree, you can easily add 

them to Family Tree. 

Based on what information is included in an individual’s record, the blue icon suggests possible research 

projects, or informs you of the need to attach sources for the individual.  

The red icon alerts you to obvious errors in the data that need correcting. 

The green icon helps you easily identify people who may need temple ordinances***. When you 

request to do ordiinances, if there are possible duplicates, you will be informed and then given assistance 

to merge records if needed. 

***It is tempting to quickly grab names for temple work using this feature, but keep in 

mind that because of errors in some pedigrees, all names should first be verified before 

submitting for temple work.  

Decendancy View is a powerful new feature in FamilySearch. No longer do we have reason to 
complain that we don’t know what needs to be done. The tools are simple and easy to use. There is 
no expense involved, especially now with free LDS member access to some prime genealogical 
websites, namely: Ancestry.com., MyHeritage,com, and findmypast.com. 

We live in exciting times – when all around us we see evidence of the Lord’s hand in making it 
possible for us to hasten His work. What a privilege to particpate in this grand work, with 
blessings unmeasured to all who accept this challenge.                                        


