
 

Youth Indexing Activity 
 
To jumpstart the youth indexing effort in your ward, consider holding a Youth Indexing 
Activity.  The goals, teamwork and feelings of success inherent in this type of activity can help 
light the indexing fire in your youth and increase their involvement in the important work of 
redeeming the dead. 
 

Do you want a Contest or Challenge? 
In a contest, two or more groups are competing against each other to be the first to achieve 
a particular goal or to have the most names indexed in a particular period of time.  In a challenge, the entire group is 
striving together to reach a particular goal. 
 

Contest 
Decide on the makeup of your groups: 

 You can have two or more groups.  

 The classic is Young Men against Young Women, but you could also split it up by individual classes (i.e. Mia 
Maids against the Laurels).  This could also be done with one ward against another.  

 Consider having the leaders in their own group(s) in the competition.  

 Be careful not to divide up the groups to be too small and try to keep the groups the same size. 
Decide which contest type and the time/amount: 

 The most number of records indexed in a particular period of time (i.e. a month) 

 The first group to index a particular number of records (i.e. 10,000 names) 
Decide on the “reward” for the winner: 

 The losers cook dinner for the winners. 

 The winners get some kind of special party or trip. 
 Really, anything that all groups would value.  

 

Challenge 
1. Determine your goal. For example, you might index a particular number of records within a certain period of 

time (i.e. 10,000 names in 1 month). 
2. Decide on the “reward” for achieving the goal, like some kind of party or trip. 
3. Once the group reaches the indexing goal (i.e. 10,000 names), the reward is given. 

 
Other Reward Suggestions 
Consider also giving rewards for the individuals who indexed the most number of records.  (Templates for printing your 
own certificates can be found online and printed out on your own printer.)  Participation is also important, so you might 
consider rewarding the group with the highest number (or percentage) of indexers that participated.  
 

Progress Accounting 
In order to keep people updated and interested, provide some method of regularly updating the participants on the 
progress of the contest/challenge.  The Stake Indexing Director has access to indexing reports, and can give other 
members of the stake access to these reports as well.  While updates each Sunday would be good, regular email updates 
and/or something that is always available online would be even better.  One option is to have a view-only Google 
Spreadsheet that shows the current progress that is updated regularly (including date and time of the last update).  The 
link to this sheet can be emailed out to the groups. 
 

Additional Resources 
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/host-great-indexing-challenge/ 
https://www.lds.org/new-era/2009/05/indexing-mania 
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865616070/Klein-Ward-youths-index-107000-names-in-two-months.html?pg=all 
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